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Readings for this lecture are posted!  
Go to “Additional Readings” on class website.



…Hollywood

Slide from Victor Guerra



What is Pscyhopathy?

Special subtype of personality disorder

19th century – Philippe Pinel

‘‘mania sans de´lire’’ “Madness without delirium”

Lack of morality and behavioral control



Some Background 
20-25% of convicts fit criteria for Psychopathy

80% of recidivism as opposed 50% of normal convicts

Hare – 1% of all population (Canada)

Net annual burden of US crime > $1 Trillion

Convicts Psychopaths

Slide from Victor Guerra



Hervey Cleckley

The Mask of Sanity (1976)

Characterization
Antisocial lifestyle
Selfish
Domineering
Manipulative
Irresponsible
Impulsive
Fearless
Shallow
Callous
Lacking empathy and remorse
Not just criminal or deviant 
behavior
Can be socially well adjusted and 
successful individuals



Psychopathy Checklist-Revised (PCL-R)

http://www.hare.org/



Factors influencing PCL-R score:

Emotional 
detachment

Affective-
interpersonal 

traits

Callousness

Manipulativeness

Remorselessness

Antisocial 
behavior

History of 
antisocial 
behavior

Impulsive 
Violent



How do you know?

Psychotic

Loss of contact with 
reality eg delusions, 

“insane”

Psychopathy

More of an innate 
phenomena

Can plan crime

Organized

Successful

Sociopathy

Result of 
Environmental factor

More impulsive

Financially Unstable

Antisocial
Crime
Violent

Slide from Victor Guerra



Distinction between PCL-R vs. DSM-IV –
Antisocial Personality Disorder

Dissocial 
Behaviors

Personality
Disorders

Antisocial
Personality

Disorder

Psychopathy

Figure Adapted from: Weber et al (2008) Behav. Sci. Law 26: 7–28

a. Failure to conform to social norms (arrests)
b. Irritability and aggressiveness (fights)
c. Irresponsibility in work and financial matters
d. Impulsivity (in actions) or failures to plan ahead
e. Deceitfulness (cons, deceives)
f. Reckless disregard for safety of self and others
g. Lack of remorse, guilt, and indifference (absence of feelings)

Need 3 of the 
following 

characteristics





Recall:

Aquired sociopathy - pseudopsychopathy?
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